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many and fo large Steps having been made towards 
the Difcovery of Nature by the indefatigable In- 
duflry of this laft Age, it mayfeem as if the Sub- 
jeEl were almofi exhaufled, and Nature her felf wearied 
with the Courtjhips of fo many Pretenders : But if on 
the other fide, we confider the vast, not to fay boundlefs 
Extent of the Univerfe, and that the Difcovery of one 
Phenomenon leads to, as well as entices to the Search 
after another ; together with how eafie a thing it is, even 
to impofe on our felves groundless Opinions in fit ad of 
Real Knowledge ; we mufl own the Work at leafi great 
enough for the Age of the World, and Jboner doubt our 
own Refolutions and Abilities, than fear the Failure of 
fit Subjects to entertain our Thoughts. 

Real Knowledge is a nice thing ; and as no Man can be 
faidto he Mafter of that which he cannot teach to another, 
fo neither can the Mind it felf, at leaff as to Phyficai 
matters, be allowed to apprehend that whereof it has not 
in fome fence a Mechanical Conception ,* for this 
Knowledge entring wholly by the Senfes , whofe Ohjetls 
only are Bodies, whereof their Organs have the Percept 
Hon, but from the Magnitude, Figure, Situation and 
Motion of them, which are all mechanically to he con- 
fider d, or we come fhort of a Satisfactory Information, 
it follows, that Number, Weight and Mcafure mi-Ji be 
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applied to annalize the Problems of Nature by which they 
were compounded. 

This has been the Employment of the Experimenting 
part of Mankind, and the Defign of that Glorious In- 
flitution of the Royal Socity ; whofe Touthful Vigour car- 
ried them warmly on in the purfuit of Nature, then at a 
farther diftance off; catcht and grajp'd the Proteus thro 
all its Changes. And fine e Publications of this Nature 
have been thought no fmall Advancement to that great 
Deilgn, becaufe it colletls and preferves fever al lrnsll 
Tra&s, which otherwife might po'ffibly be lost, the Pub- 
Iifher has yielded to the Sollicitation of fame Friends 
to undertake this Work with an Engagement to the 
Learned, of communicating (as conftantly as hath ever 
been at any time prattifed) whatever of a Philofbphicai 
Nature Jhall come to his hands : clearing the Royal So- 
ciety, (which is no way concerned therein) from all the 
Mif carriages he may pofible commit ; and promifes him- 
felf he Jhall never fail of Materials from the Ingenious, 
fince he propofes neither the mean end of private Advan>- 
tage, nor thinks himf elf capable of the Bafends, to ftifle 
any Verfons Difcovery till another may pretend to it ; 
being refolved immediately to infer t in the next Tranf- 
aftion what ingenious Communications Jhall be Jo defired^ 
that the true Author be not defrauded of his due Merit 
and Glory, 
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